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REPORT OF THE CLVIL JERON..UTICS BOaRD
cn the
Investigation of on sceident Involving .aircro it
During a Local Practice Flight

Pilot Derrel George Butz receaved serious injumes cnd his posscenger,
Mauriee Vollp, was fatally injured i1n an nceildent which cccurred abeut 1
mile southwest of the Elgin-Kane iirport, Hampshaire, Illinois, At spproxi-
mately 6 10 p.m. on August 7, 1943, Butz held a student pilet certifieate
and hnd flown nbout 80 hours, of which 70 hours had been accumul~ted in the
oireraft invelved. The aireraft, on reronca K, NC 17770, ovmed by Wallaiom
Powers, Beverly Kenyon and the pilot, wns demolished.

Pi1lot Butz, who was cne of four persons zuthorized to act as clearance
officer at the aarport, 1ssued his own clecrrance to fly solo rnd took off
from the Elgin-Kane sirport on n loeal flight ebout & 00 p.m. with Vellp as
pessenger. Shortly thereafter the airplanc weos observed cireling over
farms in the vicinity of the cirport at on ~ltitude of arcund 200 fect.
Butz then dived to an altitude of obout 100 fect and zoomed sharply to
between LiI0C and 500 feet where the sairernft was stolled., It fell off and
crashed to the ground on the left side of the landing gear ocnd left wing
t1ip almost simultoneously,

Examinoticn of the wreckage disclosed no evidence of faillure of any
part of the aircraft pricr to the accident and the condation of the propeller
indicated that power was being rpplied ¢t the time of impret. The dual
rudder contrel ped .ls were connceted and operative, but the duzal control
wheel had been removed prior to the flaght.

It 1s opparent that the recklessness cnd incxperience of the pilot con-
tributed to his failure to recover from 2 stoll resulting from a steep
climb at o low altituds.
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